
Iraq 
in 

Hollywood

June 16th - June 21st 
7:00 PM Daily

Kitchener City Hall 
Council Chamber

Presented by 

The Multicultural 

Cinema Club at The 

Working Centre

A free film 
festival featuring films 

about the war in Iraq

Saturday,
June 20th

In the Valley of 
Elah (2007)

Director: Paul Haggis  Rating: R
Runtime: 121 min.

Awards: Nominated for an Oscar. 
Another 1 win & 5 nominations

The film tells the story of war veteran 
Hank Deerfield, his wife Joan and the 
search for their son Mike, a soldier who 
recently returned from Iraq but has mys-
teriously gone missing. Hank’s investiga-
tion is aided by a police detective who be-
comes personally involved in the case.

Mike’s body is found, cut to pieces and 
burnt. Military officials initially attempt 
to block the police investigation and then 
suggest Mike’s death was due to drug-
related violence. His platoon mates, who 
saw him last, lie to Hank and the police. 

Sunday,
June 21st

Iraq for sale (2006)

Director: Robert Greenwald  
Runtime: 75 min.

A 2006 documentary about the ongoing 
Iraq War and the behaviour of companies 
with no-bid contracts working in Iraq. 
Specifically, the film claims four major 
contractors -- Blackwater, K.B.R.-Halli-
burton, CACI, and Titan -- are over-billing 
the U.S. government and doing substan-
dard work while endangering the lives of 
American soldiers and private citizens. 
The documentary contends these com-
panies are composed of ex-military and 
ex-government workers who unethically 
help their companies get and keep enor-
mous contracts and milk the American 
taxpayer.

The film crew interviews military ser-
vicemen, watchdog group affiliates, and 
former employees of Halliburton.

Generation X 
Video & Media

Social Planning Council 
of Kitchener-Waterloo

The Multicultural 
Cinema Club

The Multicultural Cinema Club (MCC) was 
established in December 2006 to create a 
culture of cinema within the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo community by screening films, host-
ing discussions, creating artistic works, 
and encouraging community filmmaking. 
The MCC is an open concept for anyone 
interested in artistic community projects. 
Its founder, Azam Fouk Aladeh, is a profes-
sional filmmaker.

So far, we have organized 7 film festivals, 
produced 4 documentary films, and held a 
number of filmmaking workshops for youth 
and adults. We also rent out  cameras, 
lighting, sound, and editing equipment to 
various groups at very low prices. 

For more information: 
call 519-743-1151 x. 146, e-mail 
film-making@theworkingcentre.org, 
or visit www.kwmcc.org.

Sponsors



Tuesday, 
June 16th

Redacted is a fictional drama loosely 
based on the Mahmudiyah killings in Iraq.

Director De Palma has been criticized for 
not including the fact that all of the sol-
diers involved in the real-life Mahmudiyah 
killings were prosecuted for the rape and 
murders. De Palma pointed out that the 
film itself is fictional. The film has at-
tracted political controversy, with claims 
that it portrays U.S. soldiers in a negative 
light, and may contribute to anti-Ameri-
can sentiment in Iraq and elsewhere. De 
Palma argued that the film provides a 
realistic portrait of U.S. troops and how 
”the presentation of our troops has been 
whitewashed” by media. He expected 
that its graphic images would stir public 
debate about the conduct of American 
soldiers.

Redacted (2007)

Director: Brian De Palma  Rating: 18A  
Runtime: 90 min.  

Awards: 3 wins & 2 nominations

Wednesday, 
June 17th

Stop-Loss (2008)

Director: Kimberly Peirce  Rating: R 
Runtime: 112 min 

Awards: 1 win & 4 nominations

Staff Sergeant Brandon King is plagued 
with guilt about casualties among both 
his men and civilians that occurred while 
he served in the Iraq War. During the 
tour, he lost three soldiers in an ambush. 
On returning to their Texas hometown, 
he and long-time best friend and war 
buddy Steve Shriver are decorated. King 
expects to be discharged, but is sudden-
ly ordered back into active duty in Iraq, 
based on the military’s controversial 
stop-loss policy. He refuses and goes 
AWOL, becoming a deserter.

Thursday,
June 18th

No End in Sight 
(2007)

Director: Charles Ferguson  
Runtime: 102 min

Awards: Nominated for an Oscar. 
Another 8 wins & 7 nominations

A documentary film that focuses on the 
two year period following the American 
invasion of Iraq in March 2003. The film 
asserts that serious mistakes made by 
the administration of President George 
W. Bush during that time were the cause 
of ensuing problems in Iraq, including the 
rise of the insurgency, the lack of secu-
rity and basic utilities for many Iraqis, 
sectarian violence and, at one point, the 
risk of complete civil war. The documen-
tary touches upon certain aspects of the 
Bush Administration’s planning of the oc-
cupation of Iraq prior to the reconstruc-
tion. And the grave mistakes made by L. 
Paul Bremer, the head of the CPA.

Friday,
June 19th

Battle of Haditha 
(2007)

Director: Nick Broomfield  
Rating: R  Runtime: 97 min.

Awards: 2 wins

The film is based on an incident that oc-
curred three months after the Battle of 
Haditha in the Iraq War. On November 
19, 2005, 24 Iraqi men, women and 
children were killed in Haditha, a city in 
the western Iraq province of Al Anbar. At 
least 15 of those killed were non-com-
batant civilians. All are alleged to have 
been killed by a group of United States 
Marines. Since the release of the film, 
however, all the Marines involved have 
been acquitted, except for Sgt. Wuterich, 
who was the Marine in charge on the 
ground that day.


